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The Trinity County Board of Su-
pervisors approved a $32,230 budget 
adjustment in May to fund the coun-
ty’s match required for a California 
Department of Boating and Water-
ways grant for emergency repairs 
at the Minersville launch ramp that 
provides the only low-water boat-
ing access on Trinity Lake during 
drought conditions.

California District 2 Sen. Mike Mc-
Guire secured the grant for tempo-
rary pavement repairs following mul-
tiple years of low water levels causing 
the Minersville ramp to deteriorate 
from heavy use.

The grant will fund $59,270 
through drought disaster relief to 
the Shasta-Trinity National Forest/
National Recreation Area for ramp 
repairs, but because the U.S. Forest 
Service contractual and procurement 
processes would not allow for expe-
dited repairs to occur this season, 
the Shasta-Trinity requested the 

county’s participation to make the 
emergency repairs.

A 30 percent match was request-
ed of the county that anticipated 
supplying it through in-kind labor 
amounting to $32,230 in staff time. 
The budget adjustment approved by 
a 4-1 vote of the Board of Supervi-
sors is to cover a paving contractor, 
staff time, materials and equipment 
from the county’s miscellaneous 
public works budget through a 
contribution from the general fund 
contingency.

Sup. Keith Groves said the infor-
mation that the county “would have 
to cough up this money” came late 
in the process, but said “it is our 
only low water ramp, and it’s very 
difficult to get large boats in and out 
of there, so we hope the board will 
approve this.”

Director of Transportation Rick 
Tippett said he had hoped the work 
could be completed prior to the Me-
morial Day weekend, but the High-
way 3 reconstruction to replace the 
section that failed in March forced a 

delay in the boat ramp work he now 
hopes will be finished by mid-June.

From the audience, Kay Graves of 
Lewiston asked how the Forest Ser-
vice can force the county to chip in 
funding “when it’s not a county road, 
or county land, or county water. It’s 
their management area.”

Sup. Groves agreed “it is their 
responsibility, but without this $30K 
they won’t do it. They won’t get the 
grant out of Boating and Waterways 
state funds.”

Sup. John Fenley made the motion 
to approve the budget adjustment, 
saying thanks to those who have 
worked to secure the grant “and to 
move this forward quickly as a bene-
fit to the entire county.”

Sup. Bill Burton was opposed. He 
said $32,000 “is useful in many ways. 
This will benefit all the tourists that 
come and makes us presentable, but 
I want you all to notice how much 
this is costing just for a narrow strip 
of pavement, the size of a driveway, 
throwing money on the ground that 
wears out quickly.”
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Trinity County’s Treasury Oversight Committee 
established in 1995 in the wake of Orange County’s 
bankruptcy has been discontinued by the Trinity 
County Board of Supervisors on the recommendation 
of Treasurer Terri McBrayer.

The group was formed after the state Legislature 
passed provisions requiring each county to establish 
an oversight committee to monitor the policies guid-
ing the investment of public funds collectively depos-
ited into the county treasury pool. In 2005, legislative 
changes made the continuation of a treasury oversight 
committee optional instead of mandatory.

Trinity County’s committee consisted of six mem-
bers: the treasurer, auditor/controller, county adminis-
trative officer, county schools superintendent and two 
members of the public at large. Its functions were to 
review and monitor the treasurer’s investment policy 
and to cause an annual audit to determine compliance 
with the investment policy.

It was to meet at least once a year, but as much as 
quarterly or more often if deemed necessary, as it was 
during the transition of Trinity Hospital from county 
ownership to the Mountain Communities Healthcare 
District and issuance of the county’s 2005 Certificates 
of Participation.

McBrayer said additional regulation and oversight 
have evolved since the committee was initially es-
tablished, and participation has diminished. Subject 
to the Brown Act, the committee seldom consists of 
a quorum now, she said, but the interested parties, 
including members of the public, contact her directly 
if they have concerns or questions.

Maintaining the committee also involves an annual 
expense of $3,000 for a required audit that McBrayer 
said she feels is no longer a prudent expense to the 
treasury pool.

County Counsel Margaret Long said she believes the 
committee has a valuable purpose to provide transpar-
ency and oversight, but it’s not active.

“My opinion is that it should remain, but reduced to 
a number that can attend and provide the service it 
was intended to provide,” she said, adding many other 
counties continue to use the same oversight.

“But there’s nothing like dealing with a dysfunc-
tional committee, the rescheduling and no quorum,” 
said Sup. John Fenley, adding he doesn’t like closing it 
down and not having it open to the public, “but I’d be 
happy if the public would attend and participate.”

Sup. Bill Burton made a motion to disband the 
committee, saying it could be reactivated if needed, 
but otherwise save staff time, not only of the county 
departments, but every other player as well.

Sup. Judy Morris said she is hesitant to shut it down, 
noting it is optional and she’s all for saving money, but 
would prefer to keep the committee activated, even if 
it only meets once a year.

Sup. Karl Fisher said he also hates to waste money 
“on something that’s not working, but it has value 
when people accuse the county of all kinds of stuff. 
Having the oversight committee is helpful.”

The vote was 3-2 approving the committee’s deacti-
vation with Morris and Fisher opposed.
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A Trinity County Superior Court judge recently threw 
out a $27,000 fine levied against a marijuana grower, 
saying the county did not serve the notice of violation 
properly.

Court records show that on Oct. 1, 2015, the code 
enforcement officer responded to a property on Lois 
Lane in Junction City where excessive growing had been 
reported. The officer reported finding 69 marijuana 
plants on 4.790 acres. The marijuana was being grown on 
a property with no residence in violation of the county’s 
medical marijuana ordinance, and the fence was also not 
in compliance, the officer found. He also stated that had 
there been a home on the property, the grow still exceed-
ed the marijuana plants allowed on a property that size 
which is set at six plants or 100 square feet.

Attorney Andrea Sullivan said her client, Armando 
Morales, found a Notice of Violation tacked to the fence 
stating that he had seven days to remove the plants or be 
fined. Morales removed the plants in eight to nine days 
but did not notify the county as there was no instruction 
stating that he needed to do that, Sullivan said.

The next contact Morales got from the county was a let-
ter received Feb. 4, 2016, from County Counsel Margaret 
Long saying he owed the county $27,000 for not abating 
the plants. The notice had been exposed to the elements 
and was difficult to read, but it appears the fines were 
calculated at $100 each for three violations per day for 
the maximum of 90 days, Sullivan said.

The county argued that it was Morales’ duty to contact 
the county once he abated the plants.

On May 20 Judge Elizabeth Johnson granted Morales’s 
appeal, stating that the manner in which the Notice of 
Violation was served was not consistent with the county’s 
ordinance or statutory authority.

County Counsel Long said last year the county issued 
43 citations and obtained 34 injunctions related to grow-
ing of marijuana in violation of the county ordinance. 
One case was dismissed for service issues, which was an 
isolated case and has been corrected, she said.

Long said the county is pursuing abatement again this 
year with the assistance of the Sheriff’s Office.
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